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Sam Clemens's career in the proud position of a
Mississippi pilot was not a long one. The Civil War of
1861 brought it to an abrupt end, but in his book. Life
on the Mississippi^ which he wrote more than twenty
years later, he recalled his experiences of those great
days and, as we shall see, the mighty river and all the
memories attached thereto were to dominate much of
his future work.

Sam took no part in the Civil War. His brother,
Orion, had secured the post of secretary of the new
State of Nevada, and Sam went West with him. In those
days the West was the golden lure which drew adven-
turous spirits not only from the Eastern States but from
all over the world. In 1849 the great Californian gold-
rush had begun, and fortunes were still to be found
along the creeks and in the gullies of the mountains,
and it was towards this promised land that the brothers
set out by stage coach on July 26, 1861, their destin-
ation being Carsoli City, Nevada, seventeen hundred
miles away. It was a toilsome journey over rolling
prairies, untamed mountains and dry, hot deserts, the
homes of savage animals and uncivilised Red Men, but
Sam enjoyed every moment of it, and stored up memo-
ries which he later reproduced in a book suitably entitled
Roughing It.

As yet, however, Sam Clemens had shown no signs of
literary genius. He was just a robust, healthy young
man with an unruly head of auburn hair, twinkling blue
eyes and a spirit of adventure. Soon after he reached
Nevada the gold fever took hold of him, and he set out
to make his fortune as a surface miner, digging and